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The Principia Pledge

I commit to serve God and humanity through the study and 
healing practice of Christian Science, expressed in principled 
thought and action, unselfed love, and moral courage.

Principia’s standards are based on the principles set forth by Mary 
Baker Eddy, the Discoverer and Founder of Christian Science, and by 
Mary Kimball Morgan, who founded Principia. Please see Science and 
Health, with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, x:30, 115:26, 
449:11–18,  and 453:16–17; and The First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
and Miscellany, 114:3–6. Also see Education at The Principia, page 
196:18–32.

CODE OF CONDuct

Honoring the Code
Principia College assumes that its students have made a conscientious 
choice to align themselves with the unique purpose and moral 
standards of this institution. Students are accountable, both on and 
off campus, whether school is in or out of session, for behavior that is 
in accord with this Code of Conduct. If students choose not to or are 
unable to honor the Code of Conduct, they should seek confidential 
help or honorably withdraw.

While Principia’s moral standards have remained constant throughout 
its history, its institutional rules and procedures have evolved with 
changing times and needs. Whether one agrees with all the current 
rules and policies or feels that some should be changed, obeying them 
is an essential responsibility of each community member for the well 
being and progress of both the individual and the College community.

Requirements for Remaining Enrolled at Principia

Social Conduct. Students are responsible for:

•	 being honest in all situations;

• 	 living completely free from the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other recreational 
drugs (also see section on “Spiritual Reliance” below);

• 	 abstaining from pre-marital and extramarital sexual relations and 
from homosexual activity;

• 	 demonstrating respect for safety and for the personal and property 
rights of others. Disrespect includes, but is not limited to, violent 
acts or language, rape, hazing, harassment, theft, vandalism, 
indecent exposure, and other illegal activity. 

Academic Integrity and Performance. Students are responsible for 
doing their own academic work and making satisfactory progress.  
(See the College Catalog for academic progress policies.)

Financial Integrity. Students are responsible for paying their Principia 
bills in a timely manner.

Spiritual Reliance. “Members of the faculty, staff, and student body 
will be expected to rely on Christian Science for healing” (Policy 4, of 
Purpose and Policies of The Principia, pp. 227–236, in Education at 
The Principia).



Preferred name                                                                                                                           female            male

Principia College
Elsah, IL 62028-9799 U.S.A.

Fax: 1.618.374.4000
E-mail: intladmissions@prin.edu

www.prin.edu/college

f i r s t                                                    m i d d l e                                ( m a i d e n )                                      l a s t / s u r n a m e                                                                    J r. / e t c .

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Please type or print neatly in ink.

The Admissions Office must receive your application by February 15, 2008.

Legal name                                           

Applying for:                                        I will be:                                        Housing plans:

D u a l  C i t i z e n s h i p  ( U . S .  a n d 	                          			   )

P e r m a n e n t  R e s i d e n t  ( G r e e n  C a r d  h o l d e r )    N u m b e r 	 ( p l e a s e  a t t a c h  p h o t o c o p y )

U n i t e d  S t a t e s

O f f i c i a l  n a m e  o n  p a s s p o r t

s u r n a m e  ( f a m i l y )                f i r s t  n a m e                   m i d d l e  n a m e

(Both programs begin fall quarter only.)

All unmarried day students under 
the age of 25 must live locally 
with parents or close relatives 
who are Christian Scientists.

Fall quarter: September 200__
(due February 15)

O t h e r                                     		  P a s s p o r t  N u m b e r   

s t r e e t

Mail address                                                                                              Telephone       (       )

c i t y                                                                                           	 s t a t e / p r o v i n c e                              	 Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e    	    c o u n t r y

                                                                                        

Applicant’s e-mail address                                                                                            

                                                                                                               Fax number     (       )

s t r e e t

address (for DHL)                                                                                          Telephone       (       )

( I f  d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m  a b o v e )                                                                                                               Fax number     (       )

     m o     d a y     y e a r                              c i t y                                             s t a t e       c o u n t r y

Date of birth                /       /                Place of birth            

                                                       S p o u s e ’s  n a m e ,  i f  m a r r i e d

Marital status                                                            

Country of citizenship                                                            

An international student who is 
applying for:

Degree Program

One-Year Enrichment Program

Boarding

Day student

(over)

c i t y                                                                                           s t a t e / p r o v i n c e                                  Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e                c o u n t r y

Principia College admits students of any race, color, national, or ethnic origin.

Non-P.O. Box



FAMILY INFORMATION

	Both parents listed above	 Mother and stepfather

	Mother only	 Stepfather only

	Father only	 Father and stepmother

	Applicant only, if over 21	 Stepmother only

	Legal guardian         Legal guardian’s name

Living?M a r r i e d 	            S e p a r a t e d 	    D i v o r c e d 	                   R e m a r r i e d 	                  W i d o w e d 	 	 	 	 Ye s                N o

Please indicate who should receive correspondence from the Admissions Office in addition to you, the applicant.

s t e p f a t h e r ’s  f u l l  n a m e

s t e p m o t h e r ’s  f u l l  n a m e

If neither of your parents (or stepparents or legal 
guardians) is a member of The Mother Church or a 
Christian Science branch church, we request that you 
give us the name of someone who is a member of 
The Mother Church who has agreed to be your spon-
sor. The role of a sponsor is to provide metaphysical 
support for you while you are enrolled at Principia. 
The sponsor is not assumed by Principia to hold any 
financial responsibility for you.

Sponsor’s name	

Address
 s t r e e t

 c i t y 	 s t a t e 	 Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e

f i r s t                                                                                m i d d l e                                                                  l a s t  /  s u r n a m e                                                	J r.  /  e t c .

Father’s name                                        

s t r e e t

Address                                                                                                    Telephone       (       )

                                                                                        

E-mail address                                                                                           Work phone    (       )

                                                                                        

Father’s occupation                                                                      Employer

                                                                                                               Fax number     (       )

Living?M a r r i e d 	            S e p a r a t e d 	    D i v o r c e d 	                   R e m a r r i e d 	                  W i d o w e d 	 	 	 	 Ye s                N o

s t r e e t

Address                                                                                                    Telephone       (       )

                                                                                                               Fax number     (       )

                                                                                        

E-mail address                                                                                           Work phone    (       )

                                                                                        

Mother’s occupation                                                                     Employer

Relationship to Applicant                                                        Telephone (       )

Address
s t r e e t

c i t y 	 	                      s t a t e 	      Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e                c o u n t r y

f i r s t                                                                                m i d d l e                                            m a i d e n 	                      	 	 l a s t / s u r n a m e

Mother’s name                                       

 c o u n t r y

c i t y                                                                                           s t a t e / p r o v i n c e                                  Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e                c o u n t r y

c i t y                                                                                           s t a t e / p r o v i n c e                                  Z I P / p o s t a l  c o d e                c o u n t r y

(other than parent)

Telephone	(       )



Principia is an academic community of Christian Scientists. The purpose of the College, as stated by the school’s founder, Mary 
Kimball Morgan, is “to serve the Cause of Christian Science.” As a student, how do you expect to support this purpose?

	 Weekly	 Often	 Monthly	 Seldom

The most important commitment you will make to Principia is to be an active, practicing Christian Scientist. As a student,  
your reliance on Christian Science for healing and your freedom from the use of alcohol, drugs, tobacco, and abstinence 
from sex outside of marriage will help ensure that all Principians will be living in an atmosphere that supports their continued 
growth in Christian Science. 

As you respond to the following questions, consider how you feel about your commitment to and practice of Christian Science 
today. Feel free to use a separate sheet, if necessary.

Mother Church
Member

Branch Church 
Member

Sunday School 
Student

Not a Christian 
Scientist

Other Religion    (please list religion below)

Applicant

Mother

Father

Stepmother

Stepfather

If you are under the age of 20, do you regularly attend a Christian Science Sunday School?

If you are over the age of 20, do you regularly attend Christian Science church services?

If you are not attending Sunday School or church services regularly, please share your reasons. 

For how long have you relied on Christian Science for healing? (If you do not rely on Christian Science for healing, please 
indicate why on a separate sheet of paper.)

	 Weekly	 Often	 Monthly	 Seldom

(over)

Principia College
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE INFORMATION

applicant’s name



Principia’s standard is abstinence from premarital and extramarital sexual relations (both 
heterosexual and homosexual). Are you ready and willing to live in accord with this standard?

Please share a Christian Science healing you have had or describe an aspect of your life that has been touched by Christian 
Science. Feel free to attach a separate sheet of paper, maximum 200 words.

Yes	      No 	   

If you are accepted, are you willing to embrace Principia’s standard of zero tolerance 
regarding the use of these substances?

If your thoughts about sex outside of marriage are different from Principia’s standard, how would you reconcile this difference 
if you are accepted to Principia?

Have you used any of the following within the past six months?  (Principia’s policy requires that there be at least a six-month 
period of abstinence from use of any of the following before an enrollment can occur.)

No            YesAlcohol

No            YesTobacco

No            YesIllegal substances

No            YesMedications

If you marked “Yes,” please explain the reasons for their use.

Yes	      No 	   



(over)

Name of High School / Secondary School        
                                               

Additional Information [Please write responses on a separate sheet of paper.]

SAT              /       /                ACT           /       /                TOEFL           /       /

diploma/certificate          GED / date [to be] awarded              /                           Other

On which date[s] did you most recently take or do you plan to take the SAT or the ACT and the TOEFL (for non-U.S. citizens)?

    m o     d a y     y e a r                      m o     d a y     y e a r                          m o     d a y     y e a r

Graduation date                 /

   m o       y e a r

Please list all the colleges or universities in which you have been or are currently enrolled:

NOTE: If currently enrolled, please have your college or university submit a printout of courses in progress.
           Please place an asterisk (*) beside the name of any college from which you are also receiving high school credit for your enrollment.

c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y                                          	                    c i t y / s t a t e                                                                                  d a t e s  e n r o l l e d                c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d ?

Ye s          N o

Ye s          N o

Ye s          N o

To which other colleges or universities do you intend to apply?

Please list any significant scholastic distinctions or awards you have received since 9th grade.

•	If you are a high school/secondary school graduate and have been out of school for more than six months and  
have not attended college, please share with us what you have been doing.

•	If you are a transfer student, please tell us why you want to transfer to Principia College.

Public	        Private	  Home-school
c i t y                                                                                           s t a t e / p r o v i n c e                          c o u n t r y                                                                                             m o          y e a r

In which academic field of study do you plan to major?

s t a r t 	 e n d

Principia College
ACADEMIC INFORMATION

applicant’s name



EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Music: Band/Orchestra

Music: Choir

Music: Piano/Organ

Clubs

Dance

National Honor Society

Newspaper/Yearbook

Pep Club/Cheerleader

Speech/Theatre

Student Government

Other

		  

			   

			   

		

			

			

		

9th   10th   11th   12th	 	 	 Position, Honors, or Events

Check those activities in which you have participated in high school. Feel free to enclose a résumé of your high school activities. 

Complete the boxes below if you have participated in varsity (V), junior varsity (JV), or the varsity equivalent of a club (C)
or league (L) in high school athletics. Indicate by placing a V, JV, C, or L in the grade boxes.

Baseball

Basketball

Cross Country

Football

Golf

Soccer

Swimming/Diving

Tennis

Track

Volleyball

i n s t r u m e n t ( s ) : 			   t y p e  o f  e n s e m b l e :

p a r t  s u n g :

n a m e  o f  c l u b s :

t y p e  o f  d a n c e :

9th   10th   11th   12th    College         Position or Events                 Awards              

We have two major objectives in asking you to write an essay. One is to learn more about you. The other is to evaluate your writ-
ing skills. You’ll want to take some time to prepare your essay so that it is grammatically correct, reflects high quality of thought, 
shows your creative side, and is interesting to read. Your essay will be a significant component as the Admissions Committee 
reviews your application folder.

Please select one of the following essay choices and type your response of 300–500 words.

1.	 Describe a book, movie, painting, poem, or any other creative endeavor that has had an effect on you and from which you 
have benefited and tell us why. We are most interested in how this creative piece has awakened you or has made your life 
richer and/or more interesting.

2.	 Write an essay which gives the Admissions Committee a sense of who you are — what makes you tick? Are there experi-
ences that have shaped your life or any personal theme about you and/or your family that appeals to your imagination?

3.	 What is your passion in life, and how will your college experience help you attain or express it?

4.	 What does integrity mean to you and how do you apply it to your daily life?

PERSONAL ESSAY



(over)

What is your native language?

What other languages do you speak, read, and/or write fluently?

How many years have you studied English in a classroom setting?

If you have traveled outside of your homeland, lived abroad, or been away from your immediate family for an extended 
period of time, please tell us about these experiences. 

Please tell us about any practical opportunities you have had to use written or spoken English in a classroom setting and 
in other situations.

Please answer all of the following questions.

Principia College
QUESTIONS FOR  
INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS

applicant’s name



If you are married, what will your family do while you are enrolled at Principia?

Why do you wish to study at Principia College?

When you return to your home country after completing your studies at Principia, what do you expect to do?

If your plans do not include returning to your home country after completing your studies at Principia, 
what will you do instead? Why?



THE PRINCIPIA PLEDGE

I commit to serve God and humanity through the study and healing practice of Christian Science, 
expressed in principled thought and action, unselfed love, and moral courage.

Principia’s standards are based on the principles set forth by Mary Baker Eddy, the Discoverer and Founder of Christian 
Science, and by Mary Kimball Morgan, who founded Principia. Please see Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, x:30, 115:26, 449:11–18, and 453:16–17; and The First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
and Miscellany, 114:3–6. Also see Education at The Principia, page 196:18–32.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Honoring the Code
Principia College assumes that its students have made a conscientious choice to align themselves with the unique purpose 
and moral standards of this institution. Students are accountable, both on and off campus, whether school is in or out of 
session, for behavior that is in accord with the Code of Conduct. If students choose not to or are unable to honor the code, 
they should seek confidential help or honorably withdraw.

While Principia’s moral standards have remained constant throughout its history, its institutional rules and procedures have 
evolved with changing times and needs. Whether one agrees with all the current rules and policies or feels that some should 
be changed, obeying them is an essential responsibility of each community member for the well being and progress of both 
the individual and the College community.

Requirements for Remaining Enrolled at Principia

Social Conduct. Students are responsible for:

	 •	 being honest in all situations;

	 •	 living completely free from the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other recreational drugs (also see section on 
“Spiritual Reliance” below);

	 •	 abstaining from pre-marital and extramarital sexual relations and from homosexual activity;

	 •	 demonstrating respect for safety and for the personal and property rights of others. Disrespect includes, but is 
not limited to, violent acts or language, rape, hazing, harassment, theft, vandalism, indecent exposure, and 
other illegal activity.

Academic Integrity and Performance. Students are responsible for doing their own academic work and making 
satisfactory progress. (See the College Catalog for academic progress policies.)

Financial Integrity. Students are responsible for paying their Principia bills in a timely manner.

Spiritual Reliance. “Members of the faculty, staff, and student body will be expected to rely on Christian Science for 
healing” (Policy 4 of Purpose and Policies of The Principia, pp. 227–236, in Education at The Principia).

The information I have provided in this application and on the Christian Science Information sheet is factually correct, is 
honestly presented, and is my own work. I have read the Principia Pledge and Code of Conduct, and as a Principian I will 
support them.

Applicant’s signature (in ink) __________________________________________________   Date____________________

Submit this sheet with your application.

Principia College
STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION 

applicant’s name




